	GRAMPIAN CHILDREN'S BOOK AWARD

An award for the best recently published fiction book for ages 12 - 14, 

as judged by pupils in secondary schools in Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire and Moray

How Did the Grampian Children’s Book Award Start?

In 2004 a group of librarians from school and public libraries in Grampian came together to organise a book event they hoped would capture the imagination of secondary children in 

S1 - S3. The aim of the award was to promote reading for pleasure and to involve pupils in the process of selecting and judging books for the award. Pupils from Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire and Moray were asked to nominate suitable fiction published in the previous year and from these nominations they chose a short list of six books.  These were read and reviewed and, finally, a winner was chosen by participating pupils.  

What Happened at the Award Ceremony?

On 12 May, 2005, in the Cowdray Hall, Aberdeen, Catherine Forde, the author of Fat Boy Swim, was revealed as the first winner of the Grampian Children’s Book Award in front of an audience of 300 pupils from Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire and Moray schools.  During the afternoon, pupils were treated to a lively question and answer session with three of the shortlisted authors, Catherine MacPhail, Catherine Forde and Vivian French, before the presentation of prizes.   A silver quaich was presented to Catherine Forde and prizes for the best posters and reviews were presented to winning pupils. All three authors then remained to sign books and chat to pupils in a relaxed and convivial manner, encouraging and inspiring our young readers to develop their own creative writing. 

Was It A Success?

The award ceremony for the first Grampian Children’s Book Award was judged to be a resounding success by both organisers and participants.  Press coverage of the event was very positive.  In view of the success of the inaugural event, the organising committee decided to make the award an annual event and in 2007 it was decided that a permanent banner would be appropriate.  The logo, designed by a pupil, is now displayed on 2 reusable banners along with those of the 3 local authorities and participating independent schools.  In 2008, the award ceremony was held in Inverurie Town Hall and 4 of the short listed authors accepted an invitation to attend as well as a representative from Fraser Ross Associates, co-ordinators of the Scottish Executive's Read Together Initiative.

What Do Children Get From Taking Part?

By taking part in this award, children are empowered to take an active part in selecting, reading and critically reviewing quality fiction aimed specifically at their age group.  They are encouraged to talk about the books and, if they want, to write about them or draw posters.  The award encourages readers of all abilities.  Books and reading are for pleasure and the groups of pupils in individual schools taking part in the award have the opportunity to share their enjoyment with their peers, spreading the message that reading is “cool”.  Finally, each year in May, several hundred lucky pupils have an enjoyable and inspiring day out as a reward for their efforts.


	


