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PARENT COUNCIL NEWSLETTER 
The Parent Council has been active in a number of areas in the last twelve months.

Budget Proposals

The Parent Council participated in discussions with Moray Council and the Education Services Department over the budget proposals for Moray Council and after discussions produced a written response, which was submitted to Moray Council. This included our objections to the threat to the swimming pool.
Extension to School Building
The school has, for many years been awaiting final approval for a capital building programme that would see essential improvements to music, drama, changing room facilities and social areas in the school. The Parent Council was concerned that Moray Council’s budget difficulties would result in a delay in the starting of these improvements.  We therefore arranged a visit by our MSP, Richard Lochhead, the Chair of Moray Council’s Education Services, Geoff Hamilton and local Councillors to see for themselves the need for the upgrade.  The visit took place in January 2011 and all those attending agreed that improvements were needed urgently, however in February 2011 Moray Council postponed the start of the project until at least 2012. The Parent Council will continue to press our case with the Moray Council. 
Curriculum for Excellence 

With the new Curriculum for Excellence (CFE) being introduced the Parent Council has provided feedback to the school on proposals that have been put forward. This will be an area that the Council will continue to take an active part in this year as decisions are finalised over the future of examinations from 2014. 
HMIe Inspection 

The School was subject to a HM Inspectorate of Education (HMIE) Inspection in February this year and the Parent Council were one of the groups that the inspectors consulted when they examined the school.
Appointment of a new Rector
With the retirement of Mr Tierney in October this year, the Parent Council were actively involved in the appointment of his successor. Two members of the Council, following discussions with other members, helped in the initial selection of candidates and then sat on the final interview panel. 

Parent Forum / Parent Council

As a parent or guardian of a child at Speyside High School you are automatically a member of the Parent Forum, to which the Parent Council is accountable and I would therefore like to invite you to the Parent Forum’s AGM on Wednesday 14th September 2011 at 7.00pm in the school's staffroom.  This is an opportunity for parents to hear more about the Parent Council’s activities and raise any issues you might wish the Parent Council to look into.  The meeting will be short and be followed by a Parent Council meeting that you would be welcome to attend.

In these times of budget restraints and fundamental changes to the curriculum, it is important the parents have the opportunity to express their views and I hope, therefore that you will be able to attend the meeting on the 14th September. 

I have detailed overleaf the Agenda for the Parent Forum and the Parent Council meeting.  

Agenda/.
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Agenda for Parent Forum, 7pm on Wednesday 14 September
1. Welcome and Apologies 

2. Minutes of AGM held on 22 September 2010 and Matters Arising 

3. Chairperson’s Report 

4. Parent Council Financial Report 

5. Constitution 

6. Parent Council Membership
Agenda for Parent Council Meeting following on from the Parent Forum

1. Welcome and Apologies 
2. Election of Office Bearers

3. Minute of last meeting of 4 May 2011 27 April 2011 and Matters Arising 

4. Parental Consent Forms – Medical Notes 

5. Consultation on Re-structuring of Education & Social Care 

6. Parent Council Finance 

7. Correspondence
I look forward to seeing you on Wednesday 14th September.

Yours sincerely

Tess Erginsoy

Chairperson
Speyside High School Parent Council
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