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DAT/FMM
19 September 2011
Parents of First Year Pupils
Dear Parent or Carer
SPEYSIDE COMMUNITY PROJECT ON THURSDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 2011
I am writing to give you further details about the above project day for all of our first year pupils. Its activities will be in place of the normal first year timetable for that day. In my covering letter about the Speyside Community Survey which I asked you to help us with, I gave you some details. There is further information below.

The purpose of this day is to enable students to develop a deeper appreciation of the nature of the Speyside Community.  It is intended that all students participate in ways of capturing key features of our Speyside community and produce materials to be displayed in the school and beyond.  

The day will be divided into three parts: 

1. 
Morning1: period 1 
- 
Introducing and planning the day with initial research in school  

2. 
Morning 2: periods 2/3/4 
- 
Research out in the community 

3. 
Afternoon: periods 5/6 
- 
Putting together and displaying findings in school

Learning Outcomes 

Knowledge and Understanding
Greater awareness of, and pride in, own locality fostering citizenship 

Appreciation of local heritage 

Developing awareness of the Speyside economy 

Knowledge of employment patterns and lifestyles in Speyside

Greater understanding of the community life of the Speyside area

Skills
Investigating and enquiry skills

Evaluation skills

Literacy and Numeracy skills

Teamworking skills through contributing in groups 

Problem solving

ICT skills

Presentational skills

Personal confidence

Critical Skills  

Part of/.
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Part of the day will involve almost all pupils going out of school to conduct visits, fieldwork or interviews, either in their home community or another Speyside locality. This means that some will travel from school by bus at around 10.30 am, returning by lunchtime, to be supervised by a member of staff or Sixth Year Student, in a small group of between 6 and 10.

Your son or daughter will be asked to participate in one of the following activities, and I seek your permission for this participation.

· Aberlour: Interview in school with former Aberlour Orphanage resident 

· Aberlour: Visit to Walkers factory

· Aberlour:Visit to Parklands Nursing Home, Aberlour

· Aberlour: Shops and services survey

· Dufftown: Visit to Glenfiddich Distillery

· Dufftown: Visit to Dufftown Library

· Dufftown: Meg’s Wood Story Walks Project

· Dufftown: Shops and services survey

· Craigellachie: Visit to Speyside Cooperage

· Rothes; Visit to Glen Grant Distillery

· Rothes: Visit to the Cottage and shops and services survey

· Knockando: Visit to Knockando Woollen Mill restoration project

· Ballindalloch: Visit to Ballindalloch Castle and estate

· Tomintoul: visit to Avonside Crafts in Tomintoul and Youth Club Leader Interview
If you wish further information on any or all of these activities, please do not hesitate to contact me.

I would be grateful if you would complete the tear-of slip below and return it to the Registration Teacher by WEDNESDAY 21 SEPTEMBER.

Yours sincerely

David A Tierney

RECTOR

(----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SPEYSIDE HIGH SCHOOL COMMUNITY PROJECT

ON 22 SEPTEMBER 2011
I give my permission for my son/daughter to take part in the activities of the day, including a visit, as described in the letter of 19 September 2011.

Name of Pupil:
_________________________________

Signature of Parent/Guardian:
______________________________________  Date: ______________________
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