DAT/FMM
5 June 2008
Parents of S1 Pupils

Dear Parent

Optional Course for Second Year Pupils in 2008-09
In the coming school year we plan to offer a choice of course to second year pupils for one period in their week.  These courses are being introduced to develop the curriculum in ways which fulfil some of the following:

· Encourage enterprising activities

· Foster motivation

· Build confidence

· Provide opportunities for creativity

· Connect with the world beyond school

· Give opportunities for learning in cross-curricular ways

A brief description of the courses is given overleaf.  You are invited to discuss these possible options with your son/daughter and return the form to the registration tutor on MONDAY 9 JUNE.

It is important to note that the option followed in S2 will have no effect whatsoever on the range of choices available in S3/S4.

Please do not hesitate to telephone me if you want to discuss any aspect of this.

Yours sincerely

David A Tierney

RECTOR

Enc
SPEYSIDE HIGH SCHOOL

ONE PERIOD PER WEEK OPTIONAL COURSE IN S2 2008-2009
	· 
	GAELIC LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

	
	An introduction to the Gaelic language and culture through song, music, dancing, Gaelic sports and pastimes.



	· 
	FILM MAKING

	
	Producing a short film, developing the skills of storyboarding, scripting, planning, filming and editing.  In effect, pupils will be taking part in a mini production company.



	· 
	POWER FROM POTENTIAL ENERGY

	
	Investigating different forms of power, leading to the design and making of a vehicle powered by an elastic band and one powered by a mousetrap.  There will be a competitive event.



	· 
	PERFORMING MUSIC

	
	Develop the skills of individual and group musical performance, in preparation for community performances, and making use of music technology skills.  There will be links to Drama.


	· 
	ICT – AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY

	
	Create a magazine aimed at P7 pupils, following visits to primary schools, addressing P7 concerns about secondary school.  Pupils will develop a wide range of ICT and camera skills.



	· 
	ECO SCHOOL, ECO WORLD

	
	Pupils will develop an awareness of environmental issues in the school and local community covering matters such as energy, litter, transport, waste minimisation and recycling, biodiversity and school grounds leading towards the Eco School Award.



	· 
	PERFORMING ARTS

	
	A Drama course to produce a performance, working through all aspects of scripting, set design and production, costume making, marketing, music and film-making.



	· 
	LINKING CLASSROOMS : SPEYSIDE AND BANGLADESH

	
	A Geography led project, funded under the British Council’s “Linking Classrooms” scheme to build links with a school in Bangladesh.  This will involve communication, investigation and joint planning with Bangladeshi pupils, learning about each others communities, cultures, environments and economies.



	· 
	SPEAKING AND DEBATING

	
	This is a Modern Studies led project to develop pupil’s skills in speaking and debating, organise a speaking event for primary pupils and enter a speaking competition.



	· 
	ENVIRONMENTAL ART

	
	The Art Department will lead a project to develop art around the school, enhancing the interior and exterior environment with artwork.


SPEYSIDE HIGH SCHOOL

SECOND YEAR OPTIONAL COURSE 2008-09
· Below you will see a list of the courses on offer.

· Write numbers 1, 2 and 3 against your first, second and third preferred course.

· Return the form to your registration tutor on MONDAY 9 JUNE.


GAELIC LANGUAGE AND CULTURE


FILM MAKING


POWER FROM POTENTIAL ENERGY


PERFORMING MUSIC


ICT – AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY

ECO SCHOOL, ECO WORLD

LINKING CLASSROOMS
SPEYSIDE - BANGLADESH


PERFORMING ARTS







SPEAKING AND DEBATING


ENVIRONMENTAL ART

Name: ______________________________________________ Tutor Group:  __________________________

Your signature: ____________________________________________

Parent’s/Carer’s signature: __________________________________________































































