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DAT/FMM

26 August 2011
To all Parents/Guardians
Dear Parent/Guardian

I hope that your son or daughter is settling into the term well and making a good start to a new year of learning. In my letter to you of last week I said that I would write this week and give you details of our report on Standards and Quality and our planning for improvements this year.

Standards and Quality Report

Along with this letter you will receive a copy of our Standards and Quality Report on the session that has ended, 2010-11. It is organised in a way and under headings which Moray Council asks us to use. Our inspection report of March 2011, as well all of the evidence gathered by HMIE about the school, has been an important basis of the report. 

Please make use of the form which is attached to this letter to feed back any comments you wish. 

Statement of Purpose and Values

Each year schools are expected to review their statements of Purpose and Values. In Moray these are included at the head of each school’s annual Improvement Plan. Ours has been the product of discussion and annual consultation with parents, staff and pupils. I have no doubt that Speyside’s new headteacher, Mr Nigel Engstrand will wish to involve you in reviewing this statement as the school looks towards planning for 2012-13 and beyond. This is our current statement:

“Our purpose is learning for all, which brings about independence,    

 achievement and personal fulfilment now and for life.

 We value fairness, honesty, care and respect.

 We foster confidence, ambition, responsibility and wellbeing.”

Again, please use the attached form if you wish to make any comment or suggestion about the statement.

School Improvement Plan

During 2011-12 the implementation of the Curriculum for Excellence continues to be the paramount priority, with improvements organised within this. The priorities for this school year are organised under the following headings:

· Developing courses in S2 which continue to deliver the Outcomes and Experiences for this year group through  revised courses

· Continue the ongoing processes of improving classroom methodology through improved teaching and assessment methods

· Extend the scope of Interdisciplinary learning across courses and in projects in S2

· Continue improvements in the cross-curriculum learning of Literacy, Numeracy, Health and Wellbeing

· Improve tracking, monitoring of progress, and ways of recognising personal achievement, particularly in S1 and S2

· Plan the Senior Phase of the Curriculum for Excellence

· Improve consultation with pupils, approaches to self-evaluation and joint work with primary schools towards ensuring smooth progression in learning

Clearly/.
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Clearly there is a good deal of detail behind these headings. Any parent who would like to receive a copy of our summary Improvement Plan is invited to contact the school and we will supply one. We will also post it on the school website: www.speysidehigh.net
I hope that you find the above information helpful.

Please return the attached form to school, with any feedback you would like to offer, during next week. It can be handed to a Registration Tutor.

Forthcoming Events

Please note that the Parent Concil has planned a meeting of the Parent Forum, which includes all parents, for the evening of Wednesday 14 September, beginning at 7.00pm in school. The Parent Council will provide a report on its work over the past year. I hope that you will be able to come along.

Sponsored Walk

The school’s annual Sponsored Walk will be held on Wednesday 14 September too, weather permitting, and you will receive further details soon.
Yours sincerely

David A Tierney

RECTOR

Enc
SPEYSIDE HIGH SCHOOL

Please use this sheet to feed back any comments you wish to make about the following:

Standards and Quality Report 2011

School’s Statement of Purpose and Values

School Improvement Plan 2011-12

o O o

Thank you.

Signature of Parent: _______________________

Year of child/ren in school: _________________
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