A  GUIDE  FOR  PUPILS  AND  PARENTS

The aim of this booklet is to help you, with the support of your parents, make an informed choice of courses for your third and fourth years in the school.

The booklet provides information about the options available to you, as well as explaining what you will learn in those parts of your programme which are compulsory.   Some courses, or types of courses, are so important to everyone that we expect every pupil to study them, if they are able to.

The courses which you will follow make up what we call your curriculum.  There are seven principles, or important values, which we try to apply to the experiences we aim to involve you in:

CURRICULUM PRINCIPLES

· Challenge and Enjoyment

We hope that your experiences stretch you and that you like them.

· Breadth

We aim to ensure that you develop a wide range of knowledge and skills.

· Progression

We aim to make sure that you build on what you have already learned.

· Depth

We seek to give you opportunities to learn a lot about some topics.

· Personalisation and Choice

We aim to give you choices and to meet your personal learning needs.

· Coherence

We aim to ensure that your experiences complement each other and make sense to you.

· Relevance

We aim to provide experiences which meet your needs, interests and ambitions.

THE CURRICULUM IN THIRD AND FOURTH YEARS

BACKGROUND

Scottish schools are currently embarked on a process of change in the learning experiences of pupils known as the “CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE”.  Our seven principles referred to on page 1 are rooted in this programme.  The school curriculum in Scotland is now being described within four dimensions:


The ethos and life of the school as a community


Curriculum areas and subjects


Inter-disciplinary projects and studies


Opportunities for wider achievement

Through these dimensions, we seek to ensure that all young people achieve outcomes which help them become:


Successful Learners


Confident Individuals


Responsible Citizens


Effective Contributors

CURRICULAR AREAS
The Scottish “CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE” also sets out eight areas or fields of learning which courses and programmes for pupils should address:

Languages


Mathematics


Science


Social Studies


Technologies


Expressive Arts


Health and Wellbeing


Religious and Moral Education

OUR PROGRAMMES FOR THIRD AND FOURTH YEAR

In arriving at the organisation of our programmes for Third and Fourth Year pupils, we take account of all of the points referred to above, as well as the principles referred to on page 1. Our planning is guided by:

· The Seven Principles of Curriculum Design

· The Four Dimensions of the Curriculum

· The Four Outcomes for Learners

· The Eight Curricular Areas

THE COURSES WHICH WE OFFER

The courses which all pupils are offered seek to address all of the above in an appropriate way for every individual pupil.

· Some courses such as English, Mathematics, Physical Education, Religious and Moral Education and Social and Vocational Skills are so important in achieving outcomes for pupils that all, who are able to, follow them.

· Modern Languages are so important that we expect almost all pupils to continue studying one.

· Some courses are grouped in option columns to ensure that areas of learning are addressed.

· Experiences such as Skillforce and Moray College Vocational Courses are offered to meet individual personal needs and foster vocational interests.

· Different types of National Qualifications and alternative accreditation are used to seek to meet individual needs.

MEETING INDIVIDUAL NEEDS

Throughout the process of locating pupils in appropriate programmes care is taken to meet individual needs with a view to optimising opportunities for personal progression and achievement.  This can be reflected in the combination of courses followed and the variety of levels pupils may achieve at.  There is support for personal learning and variations in assessment arrangements for pupils with particular needs for additional support.
We do aim to include all pupils within mainstream educational provision and some pupils may follow Access courses in some areas, rather than Standard Grade or Intermediate.

CORE CURRICULUM AND OPTIONS FOR S3 IN 2009
CORE CURRICULUM  -  all pupils take these courses, wherever possible.

	· Standard Grade English
· Standard Grade Mathematics
· Standard Grade Social & Vocational Skills
	


· a course in Physical Education  for 2 periods per week

· a course in Religious and Moral Education for 1 period a week.

OPTIONS  -  all pupils will select from the following Option Groups

· one S Grade Social Subject course from Option Group C
· one S grade/Intermediate course from Option Group D
· one S Grade Science course from Option Group E
· one S Grade/Intermediate course from Option Group F or Skillforce, using ASDAN.

· one S Grade/Intermediate course or equivalent course from Option Group G.  

· one S Grade/Intermediate course from Option Group H.  


THE CORE CURRICULUM AND OPTIONS FOR PUPILS ENTERING 


THIRD YEAR IN 2009
Core Courses:-
English S 


Mathematics S 


Social and Vocational Skills S (PSE course)


Physical Education


Religious & Moral Education NQ

One Standard Grade course from each of the following options.

	OPTION C
Geography (C/G)

History (C/G)

Modern Studies (C/G)

Contemporary Social Studies (F/G)
	OPTION D

French

German

Rural Skills Int1

Care Int1/Int2
	OPTION E

Biology (C/G)

Chemistry (C/G)

Physics (C/G)

Science (F/G)

	OPTION F

Art & Design Int1 and Int2
Music

Physics

Physical Education

Spanish
Skillforce (ASDAN)
	OPTION G

Computing Studies

Administration

Hospitality Int 1 and 2
Craft & Design

Technological Studies (G/C)

Moray College Vocational Courses
	OPTION H   
Chemistry (C/G)

Business Management

Hospitality Int1 and Int2
Art & Design Int1 and Int2
Drama
Practical Craft Skills Int1


Key:
S:  Standard Grade;     
C:  Credit;     
G:  General;     
F:  Foundation


NQ:  National Qualification Units
Int:  Intermediate
ASDAN: Alternative Accreditation Package
NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
Most of the courses which pupils follow in third and fourth years are Standard Grade or Intermediate ones.   Most pupils will follow 9 courses.  The results of all these courses appear on a certificate issued by the Scottish Qualifications Authority after the end of fourth year.  

STANDARD GRADE
Standard Grade courses are assessed at different levels of difficulty.  The final certificate which a pupil receives indicates the grade which the pupil has achieved.   There are two grades at each level.  The equivalent Intermediate or Access levels, which are used in some courses, are also shown:

Level
Grade
Level
Grade
Level
Grade

Credit
1 and 2
General
3 and 4
Foundation
5 and 6


  = Intermediate 2

= Intermediate 1
     = Access
INTERMEDIATE COURSES

Courses at Intermediate 1 and/or Intermediate 2 have been introduced into some areas of our third year and fourth year curriculum.  In broad accreditation terms, Intermediate 1 is equivalent to General and Intermediate 2 to Credit level at Standard Grade.

WORK MATCHED TO PUPIL'S ABILITY

In third year a pupil will begin a particular course at the level which matches his or her ability and attainment in second year.  Courses are least demanding at Foundation or Access levels, progressing through General or Intermediate 1 levels to Credit or Intermediate 2, the most demanding levels.  Pupils who hope to follow a particular course at Higher in Fifth Year would be expected to have achieved a Credit or Intermediate 2 Award.
PROGRESS

The flexible structures of Standard Grade and most Intermediate courses make it possible for pupils to progress between levels.  This makes it extremely important for pupils to aim as high as they can at every stage of a course.  They should follow day to day advice and comments on regular reports from teachers on how grades can be improved.

All pupils will have personal targets for each course which they follow and are expected to aim to improve on third year grades into fourth year.

TEACHER AND EXAMINATION ASSESSMENT

All Standard Grade and Intermediate courses make use of teacher assessed coursework as well as examination assessment to decide final grades.   In Intermediate courses pupils have to complete formal Unit Assessments.  Details are given in each subject description in this booklet.

ASSESSMENT AND PROFILING OF ELEMENTS OR UNITS
Each course assesses separate skills or Unit Learning Outcome, thus in English, for example, Talk as well as Writing is assessed.   Details are given in the course descriptions.

PROGRESSION TO SUITABLE COURSES FOR ALL PUPILS IN FIFTH YEAR 

Increasingly the majority of pupils return to school in fifth year to work for suitable qualifications recognised by employers, colleges or universities.

Standard Grade, Intermediate and Access courses allow pupils to progress to suitable courses in Fifth Year.   Higher Grade provides a suitable course for pupils who gain a Credit Level Grade 1 or 2.  Intermediate 2 provide courses for pupils who gain a General Level Grade at 3 or 4, whilst Intermediate 1 is appropriate for pupils who gain a Foundation Grade at 5 or 6.

In Sixth Year students can build on qualifications gained in Fifth Year.  This means, for example, that a student being successful at Intermediate 2 can progress to Higher in Sixth Year.

FORMAT OF SQA CERTIFICATE

SCOTTISH QUALIFICATIONS CERTIFICATE


SUBJECT
LEVEL
AWARD
PROFILE OF PERFORMANCE

English
Credit
Standard 2
Talking 2





Reading 2





Writing 1


Social &
General
Standard 3
Communicative Abilities 3


Vocational


Practical Abilities 3


Skills


etc

HOMEWORK AND STUDY

[image: image1.wmf]
How will it be different in Third and Fourth Years: 

You will have a bit more homework in third year than you have had in first and second year.

You will still have regular tests - perhaps when you get to the end of topics.

The big difference will be exams.  There will be exams after your Easter holidays in third year and November in fourth year.  Your final exams will be in May in your fourth year.  For these exams you will have to know all the work that you have done since the beginning of third year.

All of this means that you will need to develop some new study skills. 

Where will you get these new skills?

To help you to cope with your homework and study in Third Year you will take part in a programme that will look at how to organise your classwork, homework and revision.
· it will teach you ways to revise and remember. 

· it will show you ways to study so that you can do better in tests. 

You will also get help later on about how to prepare for and be successful in exams. 

Your parents will be able to read the booklets that go along with this course so that they will be able to help you with homework and study if need be.

The Learning Skills Programme 

The Learning Skills Programme includes the following parts:

· An induction day which aims to lead you into the new challenges and opportunities of third year.  On this day in June you will find out more about how to be a successful pupil and meet the new challenge.

· Learning Skills will be taught in Social and Vocational Skills as important times throughout third and fourth years.  You will learn more about using your memory, organising your work, meeting deadlines and preparing for examinations.

· The CHAMPS course, which you have already had training in will be available to you online.  Your parents can log in too at www.learntolearn.org.

CURRICULUM AREAS AND COURSES OFFERED
Information about the following subjects can be found in this booklet:

CURRICULUM AREAS

SUBJECT
Language
page 9
English



Modern Languages

Mathematics
page 12
Mathematics

Science
page 14
Biology



Chemistry



Physics



Science

Social Studies
page 21
Care



Geography



Contemporary Social Studies



History



Modern Studies

Technologies
page 29
Computing



Craft & Design



Practical Craft Skills


Technological Studies



Administration



Business Management



Hospitality


Rural Skills

Expressive Arts
page 42
Art and Design



Music



Drama

Health and Wellbeing
page 45
Physical Education



Social and Vocational Skills


Religious and Moral Education
page 48
Religious Education

Other Programmes
page 49
Skillforce


page 50
Moray College Courses
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